
By Maj. James Barger
80th Fighter Squadron

I’m sitting in my room trying to wake up from the

late night activities of the evening before.  It is

Saturday.  I’ve not planned much activity for today.

There is a Kunsan Chief’s Group hail and farewell that

I’m looking forward to, but that’s not until 4 p.m.

Opening the windows, the view outside building 339

is a bright, sunny Kunsan day.  Folks are strolling

between dorms, enjoying the spring weather and

peaceful atmosphere that has settled across the 8th

Fighter Wing following our operational readiness

inspection.

I reach for a blue folder on my desk.  Inside is a

stack of letters.  The first begins, “Hello my name is
Jan. I am in 6th grade class in Savannah Georgia.” 

I don’t personally know Jan.  I can’t imagine why

she would write to me anyway, but I read on.  

“My class and I are writing to you to wish you
good luck in the future.  We will always think of you
and keep you in our prayers.  A 6th grader came to
talk to us today. He told us about ya’ll because his dad
is one of the airmen.  He misses his dad and can’t wait
till he gets home.”

My heart stops.  My eyes fog over and my thoughts

turn to my family so far away in Florida.  It will be a

minute or two before I can read on.

Thirty-nine precious letters are inside the blue fold-

er.  Each letter is from a new friend halfway around

the globe and all handwritten with a lot of thought and

creativity.  Flipping through the letters, I note that here

is some of the prettiest handwriting I’ve ever seen.

However, others, mostly boys, are barely legible, but

filled with bright, colorful drawings of everything

from Easter bunnies to chevrons and hand grenades.

These had been forwarded to Col. Tim Collins, 8th

Operational Group commander, and he, in turn, had

provided them to the 80th Fighter Squadron comman-

der and now to my desk.

I read on, “I would like to ask you some questions.
1) Is it hard to be an airman?  2) What exactly is it
like?” My mind reels. How would I answer Jan if we

were in a classroom or television interview setting?

Would she understand the loneliness of a remote

assignment?  Could I explain the exhilaration I get

when a pair of F-16s scream off the runway, pierce the

azure sky and proclaim freedom everyday across the

South China Sea.  Could I explain the pride we feel

about being a JUVAT, Panton, or Wolverine?  How

could I articulate to someone so young, my small role

in a fighter wing?

The next letter is from Megan, “Do you get to have
pets?  I do.  I have one dog, one rabbit, and two tur-
tles.  Do you get to have TV or get the Internet?  What
do you do?  Do you go to church?  I do almost every
week...” Yes Megan, my thoughts begin, we get to go

to church if we want, we have both television and the

internet, but folks are not too keen about pets in the

dorms... especially rabbits.

Matthew writes, “What is over there like?  I hear it
is really cheap over there.... In the Air Force do you
have like drill sergeants yelling in your face?” A

mental image from basic training comes to mind and I

think to myself, well, no Matthew.  I haven’t seen too

many drill sergeants in Korea lately, although, I did

see some Marines running around the base recently in

formation.

Shane writes, “Congratulations on passing the
inspection.  Was it hard or were you nervous...In the
Air Force do you have to run and train?  When I
was little I wanted to be in the Air Force so I
could fly the airplanes and do tricks...” 

Charles wrote the next letter.

He is of Cuban-American

descent.  He begins, “I can’t
imagine what that must feel like
for you guys.  You flew half way
around the world to protect
another country from being
attacked.  It must take a lot of
guts to do that. I would send for
an airplane after the first three
weeks...”

Drew writes, “I just wanted to say
that you all are serving our country
very well...The only thing good about
Korea is Nintendo games are cheaper, but you proba-
bly don’t care, but I do because I have one...”

Pat makes me laugh.  He writes, “Congratulations
for passing the test.  I bet it was hard.  We just got our
report card.  I didn’t do very well.  I wish I had passed
like you did.  I think you would have to have lots of
courage.  I always wanted to be in a war so I could
drive a hummer, but it would be scary.... I think it
would be fun to be in the Air Force because you travel
all around the world, but it would be hard doing all
those drills.”

Stephen’s letter is two pages long and stapled

together.  It’s really good

reading.  “I hope you’re
having a good time in
Korea!...I hope that some-
day I could go to Korea
and meet you... Over here
we have a lot of good
restaurants, movies, and
land.  The ocean is beauti-
ful over here and every
summer we at least go ten
times.  The pool is not even
a mile from our house.
Everything is nice here,
after your assignment, if
you can, you ought to
come here.”

I pick up another letter.

This is from a special stu-

dent, Kassie.  She writes,

“...When I was 8 years old
I was diagnosed with
Teurette’s Syndrome.  It is
a neurological disorder
that makes my muscles
twitch and I have to take
medicine that will make me

better...The kids at school didn’t understand so they
made fun of me and they thought they would get it
too...” My heart goes out to Kassie.

Yes Kassie is special.  She seems so wise for such

tender years.  But, then again, so do many of the other

letters in the blue folder.  All convey the

thoughts on their minds, their heart’s wishes

and as I read each my resolve is strength-

ened, my spirit rises, and I know why I

am here.  In the end, after read-

ing each letter, I return to

Kassie’s closing comments and

remember again what it really

means to be an American mili-

tary member. 

Kassie continues, “...By mak-
ing peace throughout the world
you help us keep peace here at
home.  You help my family and
myself continue to have the free-
dom I need to choose my doctors
and have access to the medicines

I need to make me better.  I thank
you for the work that you do to keep me safe and
sound.  I keep you in my prayers and wish you well.  I
pray that you will always be accepted by your fellow
Koreans and all other people.  Each one of us is spe-
cial in our own way.  And don’t forget God loves us all
including those who are different than us. Oh yea, by
the way, I’m 10 years old and very special when you
come to think of it.  I know you are making a great
sacrifice by staying away from your family for so long.
I know that this is probably a personal struggle for
you too.  The time will pass quickly and you will come
home soon.  Please visit us in Savannah, Ga., if it is
possible.  Thank you and may God bless.” 
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The commander’s hotline is your direct line
of communication between me and the Wolf
Pack.  It’s one of several means of helping to
resolve concerns and to get my response to
comments and questions.  As a general rule, I
ask you to contact the agency involved first, but
if you are not satisfied, call the hotline at 782-
5284, e-mail the 8th Fighter Wing Public
Affairs office or e-mail me directly.

Commander’s 
Hotline

Col. Burt Field
8th Fighter Wing commander

Who to call
Base exchange............................................................................................................................782-4520
Chapel................................................................................................................................782-4300
Civil engineer squadron customer service......................................................................782-5318
Commissary manager........................................................................................................782-4144
Computer help desk............................................................................................................782-2666
Fitness center......................................................................................................................782-4026
Housing office....................................................................................................................782-4088
Inspector General.................................................................................................................782-4850
IDEA office.................................................................................................................................782-4020
Law enforcement desk.......................................................................................................782-4944
Legal assistance.................................................................................................................782-4283
Military equal opportunity..................................................................................................782-4055
Military pay.........................................................................................................................782-5574
Military personnel flight customer service.....................................................................782-5276
Medical patient advocate.....................................................................................................   ........782-4014
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